College of Emergency Medicine

Direct Observation of procedural Skills – Joint reduction
	Trainee name:



	Assessor:
	
	Assessor GMC No:
	

	Grade of assessor:

	
	Date
	         /        /

	Procedure observed (including indications)


	Reduction of a dislocated joint e.g. shoulder, ankle 


	Please TICK to indicate the standard of the trainee’s performance in each area 
	Not observed 
	Further core learning needed


	Demonstrates good practice
	Demonstrates excellent practice


	
	
	
	Must address learning points highlighted below
	Should address learning points highlighted below
	

	Indication for procedure discussed with assessor
	
	
	
	
	

	Obtaining informed consent
	
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate preparation including monitoring, analgesia and sedation
	
	
	
	
	

	Technical skills and aseptic technique
	
	
	
	
	

	Situation awareness and clinical judgement
	
	
	
	
	

	Safety, including prevention and management of complications
	
	
	
	
	

	Care /investigations immediately post procedure
	
	
	
	
	

	Professionalism, communication and consideration for patient, relatives and staff
	
	
	
	
	

	Documentation in the notes
	
	
	
	
	

	Completed  task appropriately
	
	
	
	
	

	Things done particularly well



	Learning points



	Action points



	Assessor  Signature:


	Trainee  Signature:


	Descriptors of expected stages

	1. Confirms correct patient, takes focused history and consents the patient.

	2. Takes focused history and examination to establish that sedation is safe.

	3. Undertakes examination to confirm dislocation and assesses distal neurovascular function

	4. Interprets the x-ray correctly and looks for associated injuries

	5. Ensures appropriate monitoring and resuscitation equipment available and another doctor to assist.

	6. Gains IV access, and has correct volume of opiate, benzodiazepine or other agent e.g. Ketamine, in correctly labelled syringes.

	7. Knows the pharmacology of these drugs and their antagonists

	8. Explains to patient procedure and anticipated course.

	9. Ensures another doctor present

	10. Gives drugs in controlled way in monitored environment with patient receiving oxygen.

	11. Establishes sedated- still responsive to verbal commands.

	12. Undertakes reduction in gentle and controlled manner.

	13. Confirms reduction by physical examination and checks distal neurovascular function

	14. Immobilises - sling, pop correct patient, taken relevant history, and consented the patient. Explains to patient procedure and anticipated course 

	15. Gets check x-ray- checks reduced and no additional fractures detected.

	16. Ensures observed and monitored until fully recovered.

	17. Rechecks neurovascular function 

	18. Ensures well one hour post procedure, ensures post procedure analgesia and indicates when patient to return and predicted course.


