College of Emergency Medicine

The Acute Care Assessment Tool (ACAT-EM) form

	Trainee name:



	Assessor:
	
	Assessor GMC no.
	

	Grade of assessor:

	
	Date
	         /        /

	Setting, 
	
	Acute presentations covered (5 max for EM) 
	

	Timing, duration and level of responsibility
	


	Please TICK to indicate the standard of the trainee’s performance in each area 
	Not observed 
	Further core learning needed


	Demonstrates good practice
	Demonstrates excellent practice


	
	
	
	Must address learning points highlighted below
	Should address learning points highlighted below
	

	Clinical Assessment
	
	
	
	
	

	Medical record keeping
	
	
	
	
	

	Investigation and treatment of the critically ill patient
	
	
	
	
	

	Time management
	
	
	
	
	

	Management of the team
	
	
	
	
	

	Clinical leadership
	
	
	
	
	

	Patient safety
	
	
	
	
	

	Handover
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall Clinical Judgement
	
	
	
	
	

	Which aspects were done well

	Learning points

	Unsatisfactory acute presentation? – which 

	Plan for further AP assessment, specify WPBA tool and review date

	Trainees Comments

	Action points

	Assessor  Signature:


	Trainee  Signature:


	ACAT –EM

	Assessment Domains
	Description

	Clinical assessment and clinical topics covered
	Quality of history and examination to arrive at appropriate diagnosis- made by direct observation in different areas especially in the resuscitation room.

No more than 5 AP should be covered in each ACAT and this should involve a review of the notes and management plan of the patient.

	Medical record keeping
	Quality of recording of patient encounters  including drug and fluid prescriptions 

	Investigations and referrals
	Quality of trainees choice of investigations and referrals 

	Management of  patients
	Quality of treatment given  (assessment, investigation, urgent treatment given involvement of seniors)



	Time management
	Prioritisation of cases , doesn’t spend too much time with any one patient

	Management of take/team working
	Appropriate relationship with and involvement of other health professionals 

	Clinical leadership
	Appropriate delegation and supervision of junior staff

	Handover
	Quality of handover of care of patients between EM and in patient teams  and in house handover including obs/CDU ward

	Patient safety
	Able to recognise effects of systems, process, environment and staffing on patient safety issues

	Overall clinical judgement
	Quality of trainees integrated thinking based on clinical assessment, investigations and referrals. safe and appropriate management, use of resources sensibly


